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Jesus said "l am the Light of the World"

"Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
(John 8, NIVUK)

As we start the Advent season here in the UK, it is getting dark early each day. In
Advent we prepare to celebrate the coming of Jesus, bringing the light of life into a
world that is experiencing dark times. We have invited Jorge Arbocco, Director of Pazy
Esperanza Peru, to share a reflection that explores what it means for us to bring light
and renewal into our dark world.

Jorge invites us not to shy away from the reality of the challenges we face in the world,
but to recognise them, and hold steadfast to the truth that light has overcome the
darkness - and Jesus calls us to work each day to make that a reality in earth

We are Called to a Time of Renewal
We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right
up to the present time. (Romans 8: 22, NIV)

Peru, Latin America and the whole world is currently living through a time of
darkness and wars, as well as political, religious and military extremism. Corruption is
increasing alongside the destruction of creation. Thousands of people are suffering



from the consequences of Mammon the ‘god of money’, of weapons, people-
trafficking, illegal mining, drug-trafficking, deforestation and the many evils which we
inflict on our planet.

We are praying and asking God for a time of renewal, as we commit ourselves to
following in the footsteps of our Lord and his calling. In the Bible when we find the
call to a time of renewal, to God’s time, there are two commands that we must not
overlook: repentance and the proclamation of the good news.

All times of renewal start with changing people’s thoughts and attitudes. It is as we
start to reflect on our mistakes and look for the way of dignity, setting aside
discrimination and violence, that a process of transformation can start.

This process leads us to have greater empathy, not only for those who are near us,
but also for those we feel are far removed from our way of seeing things or who are
not physically close to us. The good news is good news for all of creation; we cannot
be at peace with others if we are not first at peace within our own selves; and the
environment that we are to steward also needs to be respected.

No human being can live in isolation; we live alongside many different people and
communities, in our shared natural environment. The creation groans in labour pains:
it longs to rise up to a new heavens and a new earth. In order for this to be possible,
we need to respect and look after our gifts and the grace which the Lord has given us.

Abundant life is only possible when we offer a helping hand and comfort each

other. For the Kingdom to keep advancing, we need to make our very living space into
a place where the respect for life is paramount.

In order to be salt and light in the current times, in order to read the signs of the
present times, we need to stop for a moment. God continues to be present in our
neighbours and in creation.

Can we, like the Samaritan, stop for a moment to bring consolation and
transformation in a situation of injustice?

God calls each and every one of us equally: who will respond to his call and to his
outcry? When we are weakest is when we are strongest. Whoever has suffered and is
suffering, understands the pain of others. However, in the face of suffering, we need to
seek peace, the love which surpasses understanding. This will makes us think
differently, in a world which tries to make every one the same, conforming to the same
desires and subtle ambitions that lead us away from God and from our neighbour

Instead of being good stewards of creation, we have turned it into a commodity. Usury
has become the economic model of the international economic system. Corruption



has become normalised. The prophets who demand human rights are killed, and their

death is justified and forgotten.
How does the gospel relate to these challenges? How can we praise with a new
song? How can we choose to serve God and our neighbour in a way that responds to

this call?

Is this the kind of fast | have chosen,
only a day for people to humble themselves?
Is it only for bowing one’s head like a reed
and for lying in sackcloth and ashes?
Is that what you call a fast,
a day acceptable to the Lord?
6 “Is not this the kind of fasting | have chosen:
to loose the chains of injustice
and untie the cords of the yoke,
to set the oppressed free
and break every yoke?

7 Is it not to share your food with the hungry

and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter—
when you see the naked, to clothe them,
and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?
8 Then your light will break forth like the dawn,
and your healing will quickly appear;
then your righteousness[a] will go before you,
and the glory of the Lord will be your rear guard.
(Isaiah 58 NIVUK)

DON'T FORGET:- Mandy Marshall, a PyE UK Trustee, is
taking part in the 'Christmas Pudding 10k Run' in the
Langdale Valley in the Lake District on 13th December to
raise funds for PyE UK.

Join us on the day or support Mandy via:
https://www.justgiving.com/page/mandymarshallisamazing

Or to make a longer term commitment by a regular gift, , please go to:

https://www.justgiving.com/charity/pazyesperanza
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