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Human rights at serious risk in Peru

Last month we reported that the President of Peru, Dina Boluarte, has signed an
amnesty in favour of police officers and members of the military on trial or already
convicted of atrocities during the years of internal conflict between 1980 and 2000. This
contradicts the role that Peruvian state agencies played in the human rights abuses,
killings and disappearances as concluded by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission in
2003. We asked Jorge Arbocco, the Executive Director of PyE Peru, to tell us more about
how this worrying news affects their work. He said that justice now faces serious
obstacles and there is national and international concern.

What the law says

The Peruvian Congress has approved a law which states that nobody can be convicted
for crimes against humanity or war crimes committed before July 2002. This means that
some of the emblematic cases that PyE Peru has been working on for many years,
including cases of murder and sexual violence, can be shelved. The law also annuls
sentences already given and suspends cases in progress.

Legal and political impact

It is clear that this law contravenes international human rights conventions, which state
that crimes against humanity should not be subject to amnesty. The International Court
of Human Rights and United Nations have stated that Peru is taking a backwards step in



terms of upholding human rights. It is clear that this law directly benefits the members
of the military, police and politicians implicated in serious violations.

The Truth & Reconciliation Commission who met from July 2001 to
August 2003 and with the mandate to 'provide a record of human rights
and international law violations committed in Peru between May 1980
and November 2000'. Their work is largely negated by this latest move.

Further laws

In 2025, Congress has passed a number of laws which directly affect the possibility of
achieving justice in human rights cases. For example, the Law of Humanitarian Amnesty
allows people over 70 years of age involved in these crimes to be released from prison.
This ruling affects at least 156 cases, including a massacre in Putis in 1984 during
which123 people were murdered. NGO Amnesty International has denounced this law
and said it violates international law which prohibits amnesties for serious human rights
crimes such as torture and extrajudicial executions.

Further laws include Law 32181, which stops the detention of police officers who use
firearms even if they kill or injure someone, and Law 32182, which sanctions members
of the judiciary for making decisions which do not align with political criteria.

What is at stake?

There is a huge amount at stake: achieving truth and justice for thousands of victims of
the internal conflict; the credibility of the Peruvian justice system in the face of
international law; and the threat to the historic memory of these crimes and the
guarantee that these serious crimes against human rights will not be repeated in the
future.



In addition to these many obstacles that the government have put in place, they have
also put limits on NGOs who work on human rights cases. This directly affects PyE. Jorge
said: “It will be a huge challenge for PyE to keep helping victims of the internal armed
conflict. We know how important it is to continue supporting people through any means
possible but at the moment we are unable to receive international funds following
prohibition by the state. The only resources we have left are those offered by local
churches.”

PYE worked on nine cases in 2024. For years, they have been working on three key cases,
which are Putis, Huanta (including Callqui) and Ccarpaccasa/Silaccasa /Sankaypata. Jorge
said: “We are committed in the search for justice and reparation.” Referring to Callqui, a
case involving the murder of six young church members by members of the military in
1984, he said: “The story of Callqui marks our collective memory and reminds us that the
country of truth and justice which we dream about will only be possible if we embrace
solidarity with the victims.”

As Micah 6 v 8 states, Christians are called to act justly and love mercy. Paz 'y
Esperanza upholds the Biblical vision of restorative justice and human rights
for all, and does not represent any particular political position in Peru or any
of the Latin American countries where it works.
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The funeral of the six young men in Callqui
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