
 

GOD OF HOPE ! 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so 

that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Romans 15:13 

 

This month’s update comes from Bolivia, a landlocked country in South America stretching from the 

Andes in the west to the Amazon rainforest in the north-east. Bolivia has a multi-ethnic population, 

with Quechua, Aymara, Guaraní and other indigenous languages recognised alongside Spanish. 

  

Paz y Esperanza started working in Bolivia in 2010, in response to the high rates of violence. Fernando 

Terán, President of Paz y Esperanza Bolivia, explains: 

  

‘The vision of the Bolivia team is to change the culture towards non-violence and peace, working with 

both survivors and perpetrators of violence’. 

 

A team of 30 volunteers, including lawyers and psychologists, give free legal, psychological and spiritual 

help to people – mostly women and girls – who have suffered in a range of violent and abusive 

situations, both within their families and in wider society. They support the women and girls to develop 

income generating activities so that they can provide for themselves and their families 

 



Confio en Tí - I Trust You 

Paz y Esperanza has started a pilot project in prison rehabilitation, working within the state prison at 

Palmasola. The team provides professional psychological therapies to offenders in order to address the 

underlying causes of their violent behaviour. Working in collaboration with the legal and prison 

systems, they provide support to former offenders to improve relationships with their families and 

prevent re-offending. This is very much a pioneering work within Bolivia. 

    Palmasola prison 

 

Acción sin Violencia - Action without Violence 

In terms of the long-term prevention of violence, Paz y Esperanza has acted as a catalyst with churches 

in Santa Cruz to start challenging a culture of violence and abuse. The team works with church leaders 

and others to consider an alternative Christian perspective on respect, particularly towards women, 

young girls and children, challenging ‘machismo’ cultural norms. 

  

Similarly, they are working with the Guaraní indigenous communities on the outskirts of Santa Cruz. 

They run a Bible-based programme to challenge cultural aspects of machismo and violence within the 

community. They also provide support when the indigenous communities face discrimination and 

violence from wider society. 

  Training workshop with Guaraní community 

 

Professional Training 

Rabinder Chandra, Executive Director of Paz y Esperanza Bolivia, writes: 

  

‘Paz y Esperanza staff ourselves aim to model our values of respect and teamwork in our work culture. 

Many young professional lawyers and psychologists volunteer their time, and they in turn gain direct 



experience of working with people in vulnerable situations. The work is provided for free to people who 

would not normally have access to professional services. The experience of these volunteer 

professionals is an important aspect of how we model change and the importance of professional 

ethics.’ 

  PyE Bolivia team of staff and volunteers 

 

Cecilia’s Story* 

Cecilia was subjected to violence and abuse by her ex-husband. However, she did not want to press 

charges because he was the family’s main bread-winner, and she knew she would not be able to 

support her children if he was put in prison. Paz y Esperanza worked with Cecilia to ensure her 

protection. They provided her with psychological support and helped her to gain an independent 

income. Eventually she was able to buy some land and set up a business. As a result, Cecilia has been 

able to support her children to study and go to university. 

*Her name has been changed to protect her identity. 

 

 

Paz y Esperanza UK - Registered Charity no: 1186962;  

Registered Office: 185, Peckham Rye, London, SE15 3HZ 

For more information:  https://pazyesperanza.org/uk   

All enquiries to:  uk-enquiry@pazyesperanza.org 

To unsubscribe contact: updates@pazyesperanza.org 

 

 

 

Feel free to print out this bulletin to pass on to others or to display on your church 

noticeboard.  

Or print off the 'Word' version from the UK page of the PyE website. 

And above all, pray for the Bolivia team 

Your support is very valuable to the team in Bolivia.  Gifts can be made on line via: 

https://www.justgiving.com/pazyesperanza 
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