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Bringing hope to those in need in Latin America in 2024 and 2025

Thanks to the donations of individuals and churches, Paz y Esperanza UK was able to send the offices in
Latin America £11,554 at the end of last year. In this newsletter we will be looking back at 2024 and
highlighting some of the work carried out by the PyE teams in Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia. We
will also be finding out about the plans the teams have to use the money raised in 2025. We know the
teams are so grateful for the support from the UK. Thank you so much for partnering with us.

Bolivia
The team in Bolivia has 30 volunteers, including lawyers and psychologists. They give legal,
psychological and spiritual help to women and children who are survivors of sexual, gender-based or
domestic violence. They also help the elderly and indigenous people, including running a Bible based
programme to prevent gender-based
violence in the Guarani community in
Santa Cruz. In 2024, the team gave legal
help to 403 people and psychological
help to 123 families. They were also
involved in another project called
Confio en Ti (I Trust in You) which was
run with inmates in Palmasola prison in

Santa Cruz promoting the reduction of
violence.

Ana said: "I am grateful that they have ﬂ
helped set me free from violence at the hands of my partner.

They have also helped me at work to get the wage that | needed to support my children."



In 2025 the team want to continue to create more institutional links so it is easier for people to get
access to the justice system. They also want to extend their work with indigenous communities,
especially strengthening the leadership roles of indigenous women. They will use the money from PyE
UK towards their overheads, including rent.

Colombia

In 2024, the team continued their work in Nueva Jerusalén, an informal settlement near Medellin
where 27,000 people live in poor conditions. One of the projects is called Mujeres de la

Memoria (Memory Women) and helps women come to terms with past traumas, including being
displaced by the armed conflict, by expressing themselves through art. PyE put on an exhibition at a
museum in Medellin called 'This Land is Ours'. One of the ladies involved in the project said: "/ wanted
to sew a butterfly on my tapestry because it signifies freedom. Here | have felt the freedom to tell my
story which has not been possible in other spaces."”

In Uraba Antioquia, the epicentre of the armed conflict, a huge number of women were affected by
sexual and psychological violence. The team helped about 120 women last year by giving them support
through their communities and churches. One lady who took part in a workshop called Journey to
Healing' said that her husband left her for another woman and her eldest son became involved in
violence and was murdered. She said the course helped her process her trauma and understand she
was a survivor and could receive healing. She said: "Now [ feel stronger and | want to help other women
to overcome their trauma."

The team also work with churches in areas which have been significantly affected by the armed conflict
and where many migrants live. They provide Bible teaching and practical and legal support and work
with men to change male 'machismo’ attitudes. —
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The money sent by PyE UK will be used to help

pay the salary of the director Giovanny Gomez as 'Men of Faith committed to the

he leads the team. prevention of gender-based violence'




Peru

The main focus of PyE Peru is helping people to achieve justice after the period of armed conflict that
the country experienced between 1980 and 2000. PyE is part of a national Christian human rights
movement involved in a number of cases representing hundreds of victims and survivors. They worked
on nine cases in 2024. For years, PyE has been working on three key cases, which are Putis, Huanta
(including Callqui) and Ccarpaccasa/Silaccasa/Sankaypata. There was progress in these cases but also
frustrations as there have been six governments in seven years leading to delays and issues with the
justice system. There have also been more people affiliated with military groups in Congress and
positions of power and these people are seeking impunity for those people responsible for the violence
and death in the 1980s and 90s.

One example of progress in the key cases is in the Callqui case, which involves the murder of six
evangelical church members by an army patrol on 1 August 1984. This case was brought to court for a
third time last year and Luis Alberto Rivera Valdeavellano, a military chief, was sentenced to 18 years in
prison. The compensation for the relatives of the six victims was also increased from 50,000 to 100,000
soles. The sentence was appealed by the defence and will be heard by the Supreme Court this year.

PYE has also taken on more recent cases. One of these is the case of 'Thalia', a woman who suffered
sexual abuse between the ages of 7 and 11 at the house of a man who was conducting church services.
The trial began in April and ended in October. The defendant was absolved because of a lack of
witnesses and PyE and the prosecution are seeking to appeal.

The support that PyE provides to victims and their families is invaluable. Yovana Mendoza, president of
the Association of Victims of Ayacucho, said: "You have supported us, accompanied us on our protests
and helped us learn more about our cases. You taught us to ask for justice without fear beca
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right."

In 2025, PyE will use the money from
PyE UK to continue working on these
cases to pay for lawyers and logistical
costs and support the families. The team
also hopes to take on more cases of
people killed unlawfully by the state
during protests as well as cases of sexual
abuse committed in the context of
church congregations

who died or disappeared during the two decades of insurgency




Ecuador

In 2024, PyE Ecuador continued its work in Guayaquil to help people live lives free from violence. They
ran educational workshops and fairs, as well as created resources to raise awareness. Last year they
helped 20 victims of violence and abuse with psychological support and supported 10 people as they
navigated the legal process. They also ran workshops for men on positive masculinity and workshops
for children and young people about their rights.

Cecibel was one of 30 women who took part in a women's workshop in Milagro last year. She said: "/
suffered many types of violence from the father of my children. | stopped recognising myself as a person
and | forgot my value until my first workshop. For the first time in many years | could look at myself in
the mirror and see my pain. Now | can look at myself in the mirror and see the strong and important
woman that | am. The project has inspired me to open a family business so | can leave a legacy for my
grandchildren."

There are approximately 500,000 Venezuelan migrants in Ecuador and PyE Ecuador will use the money
sent by PyE UK to support their
work with the migrant
community, including assisting
them with mental health and
practical issues
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'Women Constructors of Peace' in the town of Milagros

Please pray for all the teams, including Brazil, Chile and El Salvador, as they continue their
work. We will share prayer requests from the teams in our February prayer update.

None of the above would be possible without your support, both financial and in prayer. Do
please join us with a regular or one-off donation at
https://www.justgiving.com/pazyesperanza

Paz y Esperanza UK - Registered Charity no: 1186962;
Registered Office: 185, Peckham Rye, London, SE15 3HZ
For more information: https://pazyesperanza.org/uk
All enquiries to: uk-enquiry@pazyesperanza.org
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