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Preparing the way

As we enter this year's period of Advent reflection, we asked Paz y Esperanza director Jose Vinces to share some
thoughts with us:

A voice of one calling:
“In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God."
Isaiah 40 v 3

We are approaching the time of year when we remember the birth of Jesus, an event which marked a milestone
in the story of Christianity and of humanity.

Jesus came to this world to bring restoration, unity, peace, harmony, reconciliation and the hope of a better
future. At the time of his birth, Israel was a nation held captive by Rome, immersed in a context of sociopolitical
and economic crisis. Slavery, exploitation, violence and a lack of freedom were common.

In modern terminology, we would call this a lack of access to justice and the violation of human rights. In fact,
this context 2,000 years ago is very similar to what some countries in Latin America are facing even today.

The Bible tells us that since long ago the prophets were talking with anticipation about the coming of Jesus and
His qualities. In Isaiah 9 v 6 it says:

For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

This same prophet said that the way of the Lord would be prepared by John the Baptist, who baptised and
encouraged people to repent in the following way:

"What should we do then?" the crowd asked.



John answered, "Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has none, and anyone who has food
should do the same." Even tax collectors came to be baptised.

"Teacher," they asked, "what should we do?".

"Don't collect any more than you are required to," he told them.

Then some soldiers asked him, "And what should we do?".

He replied, "Don't extort money and don't accuse people falsely - be content with your pay."

The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the
Messiah.

John answered them all, "I baptise you with water. But one who is more powerful than | will come, the straps of
whose sandals | am not worthy to untie. He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire."
(Luke 3v 10-16)

On the other hand, we have the Magnificat from the angel's visit to Mary, the mother of Jesus:

"My soul glorifies the Lord
and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
for he has been mindful
of the humble state of his servant.
From now on all generations will call me blessed,
for the Mighty One has done great things for me—
holy is his name.
His mercy extends to those who fear him,
from generation to generation.
He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;
he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.
He has brought down rulers from their thrones
but has lifted up the humble.
He has filled the hungry with good things
but has sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
remembering to be merciful
to Abraham and his descendants forever,
just as he promised our ancestors.”

When he was born, Jesus was divested of his privileges. The news of his birth was not broadcast to VIPs,
religious or political leaders but to simple shepherds who were trustworthy and had noble and generous hearts.
The angels said to them: "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill among men."

Is this not what every community and country wishes for? This type of peace associated with development, the
common good, justice, equal opportunities and respect for the weakest. This type of society in which
governments honour the responsibility given to them by the people and they serve their people and God without
lies, corruption, discrimination and impunity.

The message remains the same - to proclaim the first and second coming of Jesus involves a call to repent, to
love our neighbour, to fight against those values which have nothing to do with the kingdom of God.

We must bring the good news of love, peace, hope and transformation, of shalom. It is so encouraging to know
that Jesus will come again and he will live with us forever.

'He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old
order of things has passed away.'
(Revelation 21 v 4).

However, until He comes, the followers of Jesus must bring comfort, hope, justice and joy to the world through
the church to prepare the way.
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As we have heard, Advent is about expectancy and waiting.

What are you waiting for this Christmas? Many of those with whom PyE
work across the region will not be expecting anything different about the
day. Every day is much the same. Their difficulties and needs will continue
whatever the calendar or the shops say.

How about sharing your Christmas giving with support to others? Just click
on https://www.justgiving.com/pazyesperanza and support PyE staff as
they seek to 'prepare the way' for those who need to hear about the one
for whom they are waiting.

Back in August we mentioned the 40th anniversary of the massacre
of 6 young people in Callqui in Peru, the event that triggered the
entry of the church into the conflict.

The 13th December is another significant anniversary. Forty years
ago 123 people including 19 children were killed by the Peruvian
military in the highland village of Putis. It too has been a major
event followed through by PyE Peru to achieve some sort of closure
and reparations for the families of the victims.
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