
 

Passion for peace and justice in Colombia 

 Paz y Esperanza Colombia is currently involved in four initiatives with the aim of bringing 

about justice, peace and restoration in the country. This month Yohan Alvarez, who heads up 

the team in Colombia, shares with us some updates about their work partnering with churches, 

Christian and secular organisations and public bodies in the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic and 

high levels of violence in society.  

       The first project is called 'I am Listening Colombia' and aims to give people information and 

spiritual and emotional help during this pandemic. PyE has brought together a group of 60 

volunteers from different parts of the country who man a free telephone line to help people with 

issues such as domestic violence and mental health issues. Since May, the team has helped 

more than 200 people, including Venezuelan migrants and displaced families living in extreme 

poverty.  

      Secondly, 'United by Co-existence' is an initiative which started in February and aims to 

stop violence and build peace in regions including Uraba Antioquia in Antioquia department. It 

involves 36 pastors and church leaders from 16 communities who provide training and try to 

rebuild communities which have been affected by violence and armed conflict. The team has had 

to try and ensure those participating have access to technology as the training in the current 

climate has been in the form of virtual workshops.  

      'Conversation Cycle' is another project linked to helping the peace process in Colombia. 



The idea is to generate discussions around the role of faith communities in the process. PyE has 

invited a number of national and international figures to discuss themes around memory, 

reconciliation and restorative justice. The hope is that these discussions give theoretical, 

theological and practical tools to church communities. The fifth meeting to be held will be on 24th 

September and will focus on the role of women in building peace.  

 

 

 

      Lastly, 'Humanitarian Help' has been running since March and the outbreak of Covid-19. 

With lockdown and social distancing, there have been severe economic challenges for 

people who have to work to survive and have not been able to. PyE started a campaign 

asking for donations of food and hygiene items to distribute to the most vulnerable. In July, 

270 people were displaced from San Jose de Ure in Cordoba department because of the 

actions of armed groups and PyE helped provide assistance to them, many of whom are 

children and elderly.     
 

  

 

Located in the city of Bello is the second largest displaced population settlement in Colombia. Approximately 

25,000 people live there and migrant families are continually arriving from Venezuela. The inhabitants live in 

conditions of exclusion and extreme poverty. They lack safe water, basic sanitation, adequate housing, formal 

employment and have difficulty accessing services such as health and education. Here PyE works hand in 

hand with churches, organisations and communities to eliminate different forms of violence that particularly 

affect women and children. During the Covid-19 emergency, PYE is providing food and psychosocial care to 

Venezuelan and Colombian families who lack the resources to survive. 

  

Supporting Displaced 

People 

 



Yohan has asked us: "Please pray for those most affected by the pandemic, including informal workers, 

migrants and the displaced. Let's pray for the victims of armed conflict and the communities who have had to 

leave their homes because of an upsurge in violence in various regions of Colombia. We give thanks for the 

men and women of faith who are trying to achieve justice and who are glorifying God and pointing towards a 

new creation of restoration and reconciliation." 

For more information on the situation in Bello have a look at this short video (there are English 

subtitles)  https://youtu.be/JI_KZvLywf0 

 

 

Charity fundraising has been trickier during the Covid pandemic but certainly not impossible. Martin and Angela 

Rogers are members of St. Margaret's church in Warnham, West Sussex. St. Margaret's is one of PyE UK's 

church partners. They decided to ask people in the community to host socially distanced tea parties with no 

more than six people in their gardens and ask for donations for PyE. Martin and Angela hosted two parties and 

other friends in Warnham hosted four between them. The total raised was just over £1,000 which is incredible. 

Thank you so much to everyone involved for all of your hard work baking and eating cake and drinking tea in 

aid of PyE! 

Martin & Angela commented:  "The Tea Parties were a good way of bringing people together, particularly 

appreciated  by those who live alone. We distributed PyE leaflets, as a means of raising awareness of its work 

in South America. Thanks to the generosity of our guests we raised a good sum of money, which far exceeded 

our expectations." 

 Can you think of a way to fundraise for PyE? We would love to hear from you! Your one-off or 

ongoing financial support is so appreciated via https://www.justgiving.com/pazyesperanza 

  

 

 

 

 

Paz y Esperanza UK - Registered Charity no: 1186962;  

Registered Office: 185, Peckham Rye, London, SE15 3HZ 

For more information:  https://pazyesperanza.org/uk   

All enquiries to:  uk-enquiry@pazyesperanza.org 

To unsubscribe contact: updates@pazyesperanza.org 

Fundraising tea 

parties 

 

Our Covid-19 Pandemic appeal is still open at  https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/pyecovid-

19response   Thank you to those who have already contributed.  Your generosity is making essential 

activities possible in the countries where PyE are working.  
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